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-þ HE following Co N PE- 


R EN CE, Which was late- 
ly held at Mynheer -------'s, en- 
groſſes all the Attention of thoſe 
who have any Regard for the 
Welfare of our Affairs, as 
well as thoſe on the oppoſite 
Side ; and I am perſwaded, it 
will not be diſagreeable to you, 
to hear of Monſieur le Mar- 
quis's wide Reaſonings. We 
are impatient here for the 
SECOND CONFERENCE; the 

; more, 


[ii) 
more, as Mynbeer's Sentiments 
will determine ſeveral Points 
relating to us and the Hollan- 
ders, which are as yet very am- 
biguous. =o 


CONFERENCE 


Of a moſt 


Sr EN DO US NATURE 


ON THE 


Preſent State of AFFAIRS 


OWEVER ſome People affect 
— to treat Holland as a Country 
whoſe Inhabitants are all Boors, 
thoſe who are well acquainted with 
the World, are not to be told, that 
one meets with Perſons of Faſhion in 
the Provinces, who are not only ever 
way gentee l and — olite; but have alſo 
ſolid — admirab Parts, are perfectly 
verſed 1 in the Intereſts of all the Courts 
in Europe, and are, in one Word, Men 


of fine Senſe, and e Under- 
ſtanding. 


B Y Mynheer 


| | [' 6 ] 

Mynheer is of that Number: 
He has a very large Eſtate, to which 
he was born, and has had the Happi- 
neſs of an Education ſuitable to his 
Birth and Fortune. He has no parti- 
culat Regard for any Party in the 
State, but acts like a good PATRIOT, 
that, above all Things, loves his Co u N- 
TRY. He has travelled, and having a 
true Taſte of Converſation, there 161 5 
dom paſſes an Evening at his Houſe in 
- Which there happens not Diſcourſes ſo 

ſprightly, ſo full of good Senſe, and 
on Subjects ſo well choſen, as agrea- 
bly to entertain the Man of Pleaſure, 
amuſe the Scholar, and iſtruct the 
Stateſman. It was there the Conference 
I am going to relate fell- out: And if 
the Language, Spirit or Sentiments fall - 
{hort of the preceding Deſcription, the 
Fault muſt be entirely laid on my Pen. 
The Perſons who are therein engaged, 
without diſcloſing their real Names, 
are Perſonages whoſe Judgment, Elo- 
quence and Vivacity, have rendered 
them not only conſpicuous in the World, 
| but 


191 
- but have induced their reſpective Courts 


to employ them in Embaſſies at the 
Hague, at this critical Juncture, when 
the Views of the Houſe of Bourbon, 
once more aſpiring to Univerſal Monar- 
chy, are renewed ; the Ballance of 
Power, and the Liberties of the North 
are in the moſt iminent Danger, and a 
new Emperor, thro' the Influence of 
France, choſen» whoſe Attachment to 
her Intereſt is but too well known. 
The Marquis de , a French 
Nobleman of deep Penetration, with 
the B ——, and — — —— chanced to 
dine lately at Mynheer — s, where my 
Lord Calidon happened to come the 
ſame Day after Dinner, and could not 
well excuſe himſelf from joining in ſuch 
agreeable Company; the more, as he 
deſign'd to make what Advantage he 
could from their Diſcourſe : The To-— 
pick whereof, as is natural at the 
Hague in the preſent Times, fell out 
to be on the Poſture of the publick Af- 
fairs of Europe. However, the Con- 
verſation ran Mm general Terms, till 
B 2 Lord 
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Lord Calidon, in his Turn, expreſſed 
his Thoughts in the following Words: 
- © To ſpeak: my Sentiments freely, 
*-fays his Lordſhip, I do not believe 
Things were ever in greater Confu- 
* ſion than at preſent. - All the World 
is full of Defign and Diflimulation ; 
certain Courts endeavouring to lull 
their neighbouring Powers into a 
* Neutrality, and with Indifference, and 
nun Concern, ſee thoſe very Courts 
* ſtrenuouſly endeavour to bind the re- 
* maining Part of _ in Chains. 
* If they be tamely ſuffered thus to 
carry on their Attempts. and not 
# timely ſtopp d. before they complete 
© their deſtructive Career, we have 
nothing elſe to expect. but that they 
* will endeavour next to enflave us 
* alſo.” | 
Mynheer obſerving Lord Calidon 
expreſs himſelf with ſome Warmth and 
Indignation, interpoſed, and ſaid, © My 
Lords, Things are in a keſs hazard- 
© ous State perhaps than we imagine. 
The World has oftez been in a greater 
4 Fer- 
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© has ſubſided without doing much 
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Ferment than it is ow: which yet 


Hurt. We are naturally ſo partial 
to ourſelves, that we take in the 
very Age in which we live, and 


would fain, ſince it produced us, have 


it produce ſomething very extraordi- 
nary in our Time. Lock ye, Things 
have been long in an ancertain Cond12 
tion, which is an Argument to me, 
that ſome Princes are not ſo fond of 
breaking with one another, and if 
they ſhould, it is for no other Rea- 
ſon than to obtain ſuch Terms for 
themſelves and their Allies, as they 
think they have a Right to; but! 
am perſwaded they will accept of 
any reaſonable ones at leaſt, rather 

than enter upon a War in Earneft.' 
There is much, Sir, replied Lord 
Calidon, in what you fay» and J have 
for a conſiderable Time, been in the 
ſame Sentiments myſelf ; but if it 
were in Reality ſo, why does Fr--=ce 
behave herſelf in the Manner ſhe 
does? Why ſuch a Hurry for Neu- 
« tralities ? 


10) 
©-tralities ? Why ſo. many different 
Speeches and Pretences by her Mi- 
ners in all the Courts of Europe, to 
© colour her Diſlike to the Umbrage 
© taken by other Courts at her Proce- 
£ dures» when ſhe herſelf has ſet the 
bet Part of Europe in a Flame, and 
* cajoling the remaining Part from fly- 
ing to their Reſcue. with proper A 
* fiſtance, by entering into Treaties of 
©, Neutrality? . 
\_ © Bleſs us! ſaid the Marquis, what 
©: a Charge is here. We will, my Lord 
© Calidon, if you pleaſe, follow the Ex- 
* ample of our Princes; that is, ſettle 
© a ſew Preliminaries, and then enter 
into. the Merits of the Affair, and ſee 
© whoſe Meaſures can be beſt defended. 
© 'Lagree to it, replied Lord Caliden, but 
© what Articles muſt theſe Prelimina- 
6 
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ries conſiſt of? I refer that, ſays the 
Marquis, to Mynheer ---, who I know 
will be well pleaſed with the Place 
of Mediator. I approve of the Choice, 
if Mynbeer will take the Trouble 
upon him, anſwer d Lord Calidon. 
25 154640 2 
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I propoſe much Pleaſure and Satiſ- 


faction to myſelf, ſays Mynheer, in 


© hearing ſo difficult and ſo important 


” 


a Point argued by Perſons of your 


« great Abilities, and, as Standers- by 
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at Play ſometimes perceive certain 


Incidents which thoſe of better Senſe 
do not advert to, thro' their Attenti- 
ons being engaged in the Diſpute ; 


ſo if my weak Parts can be of any 


Uſe by way of Interpoſition, it wall 
be certainly doing me great Honour 
to admit of the Character you con- 
fer upon me. 
Well, Monfieur le Marquis, by Vir- 
tue of that Office in which I am con- 
ſtituted, I defire an Anſwer to the 
Objections of my Friend the Lord 
Calidon. 8 EE 

© I will give it, anſwered the Mar- 
quis 3 but firſt give me leave to 


remark on your Expreſſion. As pri- 


vate Men, we are both your Friends; 
but with regard to our Nations, the 
States, I think, have not made any 
Alterations as yet, excepting that of 

| * augment= | 


| ( 32 ] 
© afigmenting their Forces, and, as we 
*.do-not" deſpair of /avins them the 
3 of keeping that Augmenta- 
tion hg on Foot, and an uninterrupted 
© Frade, we continue good Friends, 
and, I am ſure, as firm and wſeful an 
5. Ally, as the Cr---n of Br can be. 
*. As to Lord Calidon's Complaints, I 
do not pretend to enter the Cabinet 
* of my Prince; I will not undertake 
4 to explam, or ſomuch as hint at what 
ma doing by the King my Ma- 
«ers Minis A the 9 Eu- 
* rope. All 1 ſhall pretend to ſay is, 
to demonſtrate, that ſuppoſing a// 
* ſhould be true, which Lord Calidon 
* and all his Country ect to fear, that 
© the Conduct of France may, for all 
© that, be vindicated, and her Mea- 
© ſures juſtified, as agreable both to 
©' Reaſon- and State Policy. In order 
© to do this, I am under a Neceſſity of 
* going back a little further, vis. So 
* Jong as the Time immediately pre- 
* ceeding the Quadruph Alliance, in 
© which * is impoſſible for any Body 


to 
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to forget how ſteadily France acted 
towards Creat-Britain, both in Nego- 
ciations, and when Neceſſity required 
her in the Field ; and that too againſt 
a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
* What Views but thoſe of adjuſting 
the Ballance of Power, and ſettling 
the Tranquility of Europe, could the 
Councils of France have in purſuing 
ſuch Meaſures; and coming into every 
Thing that the Crown of Britain 
propoſed, in obliging the King of 
Spain to accept of the Plan ſtipulated 
in the laſt mentioned Alliance, and 
aſſiſting the Brits Nation in de- 
{troying the maritime Power of Spain, 


What but a Defire of Peace, and a 
cordial Inclination to cultivate the 
Friendſhip of Great Britain, could 
have induced France to have rectified 
* the Omiſſions of the Treaty of 
Uri, as the did, by the defenſive 
Alliance ſigned at the Hague, in De- 
cember 1717, between thoſe two 
© Crowns, and the States General; iti 
| A. which, 


_— 


of which they were grown jealous? - * 


| . 

which, all that could be asked, was 
3 ſtipulated ſor Great Britain? With 
how great Earneſtneſs ſhe has con- 
tinued to purſue the ſame great and 
good Work of giving a laſting Peace 
to Er. —- Br How frmily 
Frauce has ſupported her Intereſt 
againſt Hain and the Emperor, when 
they flew into one another's Arms, 
and concerted to ſet the Chevalier de 
St. George on the Britiſb Throne, to 
the Prejudice of the preſent reigning 
Family, let the Treaty of Hanover, 
concluded in 1725, declare. How 
ready the Miniſtry of France has been 
in giving Satisfaction in whatever 
Points of Conduct Gr--t-Br--7, thro" 
Miſrepreſentation, or Miſapprehen- 
ſion, appear'd to take amiſs, how- 
ever unpopular the giving ſuch Sa- 
tisſaction, might be in Frante, is too 
æuell known for me further to remark, 
amid(t ſo many Teſtimonies, not only 
of Friendſhip and Alliance, but of 
mutual Concert and Confidence allo. 
How can it be thought ſtrange then, 

af © that 
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© that France ſhould, after: ſo many 
extraordinary Services, beſides a great 
© many more which ] here omit, being 
of a more delicate Nature if poſſible ; 
yet, as they would reflect no Luſtre on 
the late Regent or his Mother, I chufe 
to be filent on them, as they are dead, 
tho never ſo ſilent with Regard to thoſe 
more ſecret Particulars, which _ 
appear'd to Light but by therr Effects. 
« * — En = be 3 
ful, and forget our ſecret good Offices, 
Js ſhe | 7 Joey do 75 of — —.— 
* lick Nature, though all of the utmoſt 
Importance to the Conſtitution” of that 
Nation, and the Royal Family at pre- 
« ſent on the Britilh Throne. 1 
The King my Maſter, agreeable 
_ © to his Engagment to the Elector of 
* Bavaria, and other German Princes, 
* ſent an Army into the Empire, not 
with an Intent to make any Acqui- 
* ſition for himſelf, but purely to ſup- 
« port the Intereſt of his faithful Allies, 
* againſt thoſe who ſhould 4ttack or 
Moleſt them in the Purſuit. of their 
| C 2 Rights, 
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Rights, to which he was bound by 
\© Treaties, in the Execution whereof 
© he never was dilatory ; where is the 
© Wonder, if France finds her Intereſt 
* negleQted or injured, as they have no- 
toriouſly been, that ſhe ſhould endea- 
vour to repair them? Becauſe ſhe 
+ has been left zaprovided for by others, 
--muſt ſhe then remain ſo ſupine as 
not to provide for herſelf? The ſecret 
| 4 Treaties you endeavour, with fo much 
| 


© Art and Secreſy, to carry on now at 
the Hague, is ſufficient to give her 
* freſh Umbrage; muſt Offence there- 
— < fore be taken, if ſhe lets not all her 
1 Neighbours into the Bottom of her 
| Views, eſpecially ſince we find part of 
| © the Englifh Forces landed, and the reft 
* in Readineſs to embark, The King, 
We © < my Maſter, granted the Elect—r of 
il Hanover a Neutrality for his Herman 

| Dominions, and it is not doubted but 
| + he has reaped the Benefit thereof; 
j for ſcarcely any Part of Germany be- 
5. ſides, but what has felt the dire Ef- 


6 fets of the preſent War; and I can-. 


not 
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not conceive what Advantage the 


Engliſh propoſe to themſelves from 
the Meaſures they now ſeem ſo warm- 
ly to purſue? They act as if they 
had every Thing ſecure at home, and 
as if the Sea were an impregnable 
Defence againſt their provok d Neigh- 
bours; but King Jamer the Second 
did not find it ſo. A 
© Thus, Sir, I have, as far as myReach 
in Politicks, and the preſent Circum- 
ſtances of Things will give me leave, 
preſented you with a Defence ; or, it 
you like the Word better, with an 
Apology for the Conduct of France; 
if you have any Objections to make, 
I ſhall do my beſt to ſolve them, and, 
in the mean Time, ſhould be extrem- 
ly glad to hear from Lord Calidon, 
whether any thing that wears the Face 
of Reaſon, can be urged in Juſtifica- 
tion of the new Channel into which 
the Britiſß Nation would draw certain 
neighbouring Powers,” | 


The Marquis being now filent, Myn- 


beer continued the Diſcourfe thus; 


* Monſieur 


* 
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8 e dee k Marquis has ſiniſh'd the 
© Proof he adduces ſor the Satisfaction 
8 of the reſent Proceedings ol the 
© French :ourt ; permit me, however, 
< to interpoſe . in order to 
prevent our Conference {rom taking 
ga Turn we never meant. I ſpeak of 
its runing into any thing which may 
offend the States General. It mult 
be acknowledged, that no Diſcourſe. 
is more ſuitable to the Dignity of 
humane Nature, than that which re- 
lates to Government : :and that 1t grows 
more elevated in Proportion. as as it is 
more extended. yet ſomething is due 
to the Laus and Cuſtoms of our Coun- 
try. in not treating unbecomingly 
the Councils of thoſe Princes with 
whom we are in Alliance: But while 
refraining« from ſuch Reflection, we 
only conſider how, far, the Meafures 
taken at preſent may tend in our own 
Opinions to the eſtabliſhing Peace and 
Ballance of Poreer.-1n Europe, there 
can certainly be no Danger of Offence, 


ſince a State, which would not allow 
; | 6 Men 
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Men to open their Eyes, and make 
Uſe of their Reaſon, in regard to 
publick Affairs, wherein every Perſon, 
how private or inconfiderate ſoever, 
has a Share, would, beyond Queſtion, 
act very tyrannically, and their Sub- 
jects, ſo bound up, would, doubtleſs, 
be no better than Slaves, what- 
ever other Marks were indulged to 
them of Liberty. I beg Pardon for 
this Interruption, which I hope is not 
unſeaſonable, fince Men ſoon become 
warm on theſe Topicks; and, when 
once they are ſo, may inadvertently 
ſay Things in too broad a Stile, un- 
lets reminded. My Lord Calidon, I 
hope I have not hinder'd you from 
undertaking an Anſwer to the Mar- 
quis? I perſwade myſelf you do not 
take amiſs what I have been ſaying ? 
* By no means, reply'd my Lord Ca- 
lidon, ſuch Precautions are extremely 
neceſſary, and I ſhall be exceedingly 
careful of offending againſt them, 
tho' Monſieur 1e Marquis has put me 
on a Subject which might poſſibly 


© have 


+, 
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© have drawn me to it before I was 
aware, if you had not been ſo good 
as to put me in mind thereof. Now, 
Monſieut, in return to what you were 
ſaying, I muſt agree with you, that 
to be in any degree Judges of the re- 
ciprocal Behaviour of the Cr---- of 
G B.- and France, we mult go 
back a pretty Way; I think ſome- 
what farther than you did, and con- 
fider how Matters were ſituated im- 
mediately after the Peace of Utrecht. 
Europe had been fatigued and eæhauſt- 
ed by a Jong and bloody War; and 
tho' many Things were thereby left 
in a looſe and anſettled Condition, yet 
the Princes of Europe had their Hands 
full in the Regulation of their own 
Affairs at home; and did any of them, 
eſpecially after quaſhing 8 Rebel - 
© lion in Scotland, ſeem either to have 

Tnchination or Ability to enter upon 
foreign Enterpriſe? But the State of 
France was, elpecially, [es capable of 
diſturbing her Neighbours. Ener- 
vated by the prodigious Number of i 
Men 
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Men ſhe had loſt, and thoſe immenſe 
Sams which had been drained from 
her, ſome Time was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for her to recruit. Add to this, 
That the Regent, juſt entering upon 
his Regency» found /o many, and fo 
fotent, Parties ready to oppole him, 
that Harmony with other Princes was 
not only convenient, but even what 
the Neceſſity of Affairs required, His 
Friendſhip and ſtrict Alliance with the 
Crown of Br had their Source 
from hence; and if he perſever'd in 
them, his Conſtancy redounded to his 
Intereſt, as well as Honour. As to 
the War with Hain, I cannot help 
laying, Monſieur 4e Marquis, that it 
was a little diſingenuous to place it 
in any Degree to our Score, ſince the 
World cannot but know 1t was occa- 
ſioned by the Spaniſh Affronts to the 
Duke of Oleans, your late Regent, 


in the Behaviour of Prince Callamer, 


King Philip's Ambaſſador at Paris, 


and the continual Uneaſineſs the Re- 
gent received, both from the Court 
_ S_— * of 


© of Madrid, and the Spaniſh Faction 


© at home. In ſuch a Situation, where 


France, or rather of the Regent, tend 
ſo much to keep in with ſo ſormida- 
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Court were evidently calculated, as 


Europe; and by joining in the com- 
© mon Cauſe with Great Britain, en- 


[ 22 } 


was the Prodigy that the Councils of 


ble an Ally as Great Britain? What 
Obligation was it to us, that Marſhal 
Berwick march'd with- an Army of 
French againſt a Prince of the Houſe 
of Bourbon on the Throne of Spain, |. 


? 


So. 
* 


an Intruder? Thus the Views of that | 


. 
1 


thoſe of moſt Courts are, intirely to 
her on Intereſt. France was Loft 7 
ble how much Need ſhe had of being 
__ and finding foſter Meaſures 1net- 
ectual, King Philip being determin'd 
to follow the Counſels of Alberoni, MW 
the Regent took the Advantage of 
that Miniſter's violent Proceedings, 
which had alſo embroil'd his Maſter 


Ls 
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with moſt of the other Powers off 
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© ter'd Spain with an Army, which re- 


duced his Chriſtian Majeſty to better 
Terms with his Neighbours, and at 
the ſame Time, and by the ſame 
Means, gain'd his ſeparate End, VI. 
Marrying one of his Daughters to the 
Prince of Aſturiat, who was ſoon 
aſterwards Queen of Hain, and an- 
other Daughter to Don Carlos, at pre- 
ſent King of the Sicilies, whereby he 
freed himſelf from further Diſtur- 
bances from that Quarter. It would 
be no difficult Thing for me to pur- 
ſue this Point farther, and ſhew, that 
the fubſequent Meaſures in which 
France has concured, have had a viſi- 
ble Tendency to her own particular 
Intereſt, more than any Regard or 
Complacency for Great Britain; but 
do not object this, by any Means, 
either to the Wiſdom or Sincerity of 
France in her Conduct; 1 only do it 
to ſhew, that taking other Meaſures 
would have been oppoſite to her own 
Intereſt, and, conſequently, her purſu- 
ing thoſe Steps, was no Obligation 

on 


[24] 
on the Britiſh Nation. As to theſe 
* particular Points in which France has 
© been' ſo ready to give us Satisfaction, 
I preſume they went no farther than 
© they had been ſtipulated by T reaty ; 
here then was the Favour? If in 
private Life one Man undertakes to 
another to perform ſuch and ſuch 

Things, and performs them, ſuch Per- 
0 formance 1 is certainly honeſt. So alſo 
© 1n national Caſes, a ſteady Adherence | 


to thele Engagements is Juſtice; but 


© in neither can it be deem d an Act of 
Nay, farther, we may 1 
© ſtate a general, and yet nearer, Pro- 
© poſition, one Part in an Agreement, 
private or publick, undertakes not to 
« do ſuch and ſuch Things, and, not- 
* withſtanding, breaks this Engagement 7 


© Kindneſs? 


by the Commuſſion of thoſe very 
© Things. 


6 Fe tate, and the Reparation is 


Upon this the other Part) 1 


8 
4 


** 
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© made. Can this be ſtiled Favour, Com- 


* plaiſance or Condeſcention ? I 
it's giving Satisfaction, and the beſt 
6 Satisfaction that can be giving, aſter 
[4 34 | 


grant F 
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a Thing 1s done ; but then you muſt 
grant me likewiſe, that it was a Sa- 
tisfaction which was due, might have 
been demanded in expreſs Terms, 
and that Demand have been ſo accom- 
© panied as to render it very unſafe to 
© refuſe it. The complying, therefore, 
© before the Diſpute aroſe, was, doubt- 
© leſs, very politically done, alla Mode 
de France, carried a ſtrong Air of Ge- 
* nerofity, tho' the Thing at the Bot- 
* tom was but Juſtice, Should we 
* enquire-into the Marks of Favour, 
Kindneſs and Complacency ſhewn to 
France by the M y of Great Bri- 
* tain, we might eaſily, I believe, 
* ballance the Account. How many 
ſevere Reflections have been made 
0 
c 


© on. thole who directed the Britiſß 
Councils for their Adherence to the 
Cardinal's Schemes both in Peace 

and ar? With what Conſtancy of 
* Mind were they borne? I might add 
a great deal on this Head; let it ſuf- 
* fice to ſay, however, that if France 
* ſhew'd Sincerity, ſtrict Honour and 
| * Juſtice 
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© Juſtice to Great- Britain, ſhe cannot charge 
us with any Inſtance of a contrary Beha vi- 
© our in any Reſpect, or ſay, that our Civi- 
8 icy has fallen one Step ſhort of that Polite- 
* nels for which your Nation has always 
© been famous. | | 
© © But let us draw nearer the preſent Times. 
France of late Years has artfully contrived 
© to make herſelf the /o/c Arbiter of / the 
© Diſputes which have happened in Europe, 
© and to 'have the Negociations, concerning 
© them, tranſacted at her own Court. Thus, 
© after the Emperor's Death, when the King 
of Pruſſia march'd into Si lea, and took 
Poſſeſſion thereof, the Mediation of France 
© was offered to adjuſt that Breach of the 
© Pragmatick Sanction: But the Queen of 
© Hungary, having weigh'd French Friend- 
pip in impartial Scales, and having the great 
| . accrewing from the Treaty 

concluded at Beſgrade, under the Influence 

© of France, to the Houſe of Auſtria, freſh in 
© her Mind, ' her Majeſty declined the Offer. 
< Hereupon France reiterates her Repreſenta- 
© tions to the Queen, mixed with friendly 
Promiſes and Threats: But her Majeſty 
« perſevering in her firft Reſolution, of firmly 
* adhering” to the inviolable Friendſhip of 
- © the-antient Allies of her Houſe, France 
commences her Intrigues with the Electors 
and Princes of Germany, in order to ſeparate 
them from the Intereſt of-the Houſe of 
Aufl, ia; which ſhews a Spirit of Rancour, 
3 greatly 
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greatly ſtronger than could be apprehende 

8 om the pretended Cauſe. She ſends a 
* powerful Army into the Empire; where 
they join with thoſe of Bavaria, Branden- 
* burgh and Saxony, to diſtreſs that Princeſs; 
© Fet continues.to ſend her new Plans of Ac- 


% W 4 K „ 


commodation and Partition. Does not the 
whole of this Conduct carry all the Symp- 
toms of Envy 

lain and obvious, that the Gallick Court 
= certain latent Views of a randizing 


and Malice? And is it not 


© herſelf, either from keeping ſtill up the 
of ſole Mediator, or interpoſin 

© herſelf in ſuch a Manner, as to reap Ad- 
* vantape from the Quarrels and Divifions ſhe 
© has fomented ; which is, at leaſt, a pro- 
© bable Way of accounting for her excęſſive 
* Spleenat thoſe who have givenThings a new 
Turn, by which all her former Contrivances 
© will be render'd abortive? And ſhe finds 
© herſelf obliged to have Recourſe to private 


© Dignit 


© Treaties with petty Princes, giving out 


* loud Reports of her Attachment, to her 
Friends, accompanied with the perſwaſive 


© Rhetorick of Louis d'Ors, for which France 


* conſtant] 


© Europe, 


{ 


is famous. The Maxims of England have 


been of healing the Diviſions o 
pporting their Allies upon all 


© Occaſions, and protecting herſelf in all her 
Rights and Poſſeſſions; and if they were 


c 


in any Degree blameable fer liſtening. ſo 


long to the Amuſements of France, that 
* Shade 10 not be diſcernable through that 


Blaze 
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* Blaze of Chry with which they will neceſ- 


3 Heads: But, alas! how far will that go to- 
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© farily be cover'd, for having ſo happil 
8 ea the Queen of 8. (as TE 54 
© tend to do) from the Deſtruction France 
© has meditated againſt her, and Teri a 
© Ballance of Power to Europe. To this I 
© may add, that by theſe Means the boundleſs 
© Ambition of the French Court, as well as 
© that of Spain, will be ſeaſonably chequed, i 
© and the darling Chimeras of Univerſal 
© Monarchy made once more to vaniſh. 4 
Excellently perform'd, indeed, cry'd the 
Marquis; but I am afraid this Triumph, for ll 
© which you haveundertaken, will, in the End, 
* ſhrink to an Ovation. Nay, I own I ſhould i 
think they were well rewarded, if they arrive 
at that. I muſt confeſs, the Harangue is very 
* plauſible, and ſuch as, in all Probability, 
© would gain Approbation in a certain Place : 
© But the Miſchief is, that the Councils of 
Princes are not ſo eaſily ＋ * as popular 
© Aſſemblies. They do not, like Lovers, /ur- 
render their Hearts at the firſt Appearance; i 
no, they conſider attentively every Form 
that a thing can ware; they ſift to the 
very Bottom, and approve, with Caution, 
© ſince they are conſcious they muſt be an- 
ſwerable ſor the Succeſs. The Queen of if 
Hungary and the Ballance of Power, are Ex- 
reſſions frequently in People's Mouths of 
* as well as the Peace of Europe. Ge- 
« neral Ideas of them are in moſt Miniſter's 
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* ward: 
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© wards making a Complete Stateſman: There 
* muſt be ſtrong natural Parts, a peculiar 
© Biaſs of Thought, a finiſh'd Education; 
and, after all this, a large Circle of Expe- 
© rience run thro? to qualify him who would 
undertake to conſolidate a jarring World 
and reſtore Peace to divided Europe. Who- 
ever, therefore, in ſuch a Political Diſorder, 
takes upon him to act as a State Phyfician, 
without ſuch Qualifications, and either di- 
rects the Preſcriptions, or attends upon the 
Patient, runs much greater Hazard, and at 
the ſame Time renders himſelf more ridi- 
culous, than the poor Empirick, who, run- 
ang thro? the whole Materia Medica, poi- 
ſons the fick Wretch with Loads of Medi- 
cines; and when, with downright Ignorance 
of the Caſe, he has brought him to Death's 
Door, impudently declares, his Method exact 
and ' ſecundum Artem; but, that the Fault 
bas in the Patient's Conſtitution, and that the 
1 . itſelf was beyond the Reach of Phy« 
1 //c#. 

Pray, Heaven, Monfreur la Marquis, lays 
ubeer „you ſeem to forget us a 
liccle, your Solifoquy is fine and very agree- 
able to the Genius of Erenchmen ; fas con- 
ſider, good Monfcur le Marquis, that, as 
FBritons and Dutchmen, we are an improper 
Audience: You, in chuſing me Moderator, 
gave me at leaſt an Excuſe to entreat your 
Return to the Point ; which, in my humble 
Opinion, would receive great Elucidation, 
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if you would favour us with your further 
© Sentiments on the Affairs in Queſtion, # 
It was thither 1 was coming, good 1Myn- il 
* heer, replied the Marquis. Why then there 
is ſomething which gives me Diſguſt, and 1 
muſt — in ſome ſort prepoſſeſs me 
againſt this Pragmatick Sanction; for as the 
moſt material Article in that Treaty was the 
Guaranty of the Female Succeſſion in the 
Houſe of Auſtria, I think it was improper 
for an Inland Power, who muſt have of 
Courſe but an indifferent Idea of the 
Affairs of the Continent, to venture on 
treating it alone. The old common Place 
Maxim which gives the Preference to 
Southern Politicians, perhaps is not inca pa- 
ble of being defended by Reaſon, — it 
we join to this the Situation, Genius and i 
Form of Government in G B , it 
will ſoon incline us to an Opinion, that 
negociating diſtant and difficult Points is 
not very N Talents. And from 
ſome Inſtances, both antient and modern, 
I could prove, that they have ſeldom at- 
tempted it with Succeſs. | 
* Methinks, ſays Lord Calidon, interrupt- 
ing the Marquis, you might have ſpared 
Part of your Diſcourſe, and have told me, 
in a Word, you thought us a Nation of 
© Blo—k—ds. 
Very far from it, ſays the Marquis; the 
Powers on the Continent being ever invol- 
; © ved 
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ved in a continual Round of Treaties, Uſe 
gives them ſome Degree of Perfection over 
thoſe who, like you, having no Bounds to 
ſettle, no Pretenſions on her Neighbours, 


Lay 


e | 

need ſeldom have any thing to do with the 
e confuſed and interwoven I hreads of Intereſt 
e amongſt remoter Princes ; but had better 
e apply herſelf to domeſtic Politicks, carry 
e on its Trade Abroad, preſerve its Quiet at 
r Home, and ſafely confide in the Guarranty 
f WF of the ſurrounding Sea, and the Hearts of 


the People, the too great and invincible 
Barriers of Br—n. 
I dare ſay, Monſieur le Marquis, replied 
Lord Calidon, I ſhall not much raiſe m 
Character as a Politician, by di vining thoſe 
from whom you learnt this ſort of Lan- 
guage; they are a Set of People who; out 
of Diſtaſte to ſome Perſons lately in Power, 
have treated their Country as the wicłed Son 
of Noah did his Father; nay, and have, in 
ſome Degree, outdone him, ſince they 
glory in having revealed her Weakneſs; tho? 
they cannot but be conſcious, that moſt of 
their trite Diſſertations are without Foun- 
dation: But they anſwer their Purpoſes in 
making us uneaſy at Home, and ſpreading 
ſuch Notions of us Abroad, as I am ſorry 
to find have made ſo great an Impreſſion 
upon you, Monſieur. 
lam equally ſorry, anſwered the Marquis, 
chat any Set of Gentlemen ſhould be reflected 
on for any thing which I have ſaid, and of 
© which 
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